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JINTRODUCTION,

' -__b_
THI followling Narrative relates p:mm[mlly lo
, the captiyity, by the Indians, of one “pf the first set-
“flers in the town of Beihel, of respectable character
and unquesilopable veracity. e ls now livieg, and
“haying drawn up astalement of the parliculars of his
‘caplure and the Ineldents of his march, ns a prisoner,
te Canada, it bas been thought that the plain, unvar-
nished tale he has related would be lmu:m; i many

re, and is worthy of the Press, -

“The town of Bethel is plensantly situated, near ihe
|bnh‘.k of the Androscoggin river,- in Ihn Bitate of
‘ Maide. The wriler of the -Narrative removed from -
the dense po nlal.inn of l'llunt-llmlf!. where the
]u;urlu any comforls of life weré In abundance, to
! seek in that fawnship a selilement when nearly ‘all
' the country from the Saco to the N@¥{h was one boirl-

. Ing wijderness. T'he white man'had nol then miade p

: tract” rg h the forest, and the ooly human Iulngu ]
i whe dwell there, or visited the sppt, were thase sava-’
5‘“ who mnst huve’ conslderad that they owed a

bt of rengeance fo (i Elitmants of “the eall. - E:a
Hll  case of the npihpr Is one .’ 1 eerv el slrickin

! 'I‘-lhllirﬂ}th mu' m I




{.1‘} &
Jowmienis of his solitary situation. 1t would be out of
place here to contrast that stalion of man, in man
portions of the world uaknown and astonishing, with
the condition of bim who hears around bim the din of
the arts aud mingles in the bustle of the busy and
social scene. 1t i enoungh lo suggest the comparison
as amusing.and instruclive.

The publication will derive ils principal interest
leom the account it coplnins of (he Indian caplivity.
1t is met stated 1o what tribe the savages belonged, who
made thelr inenrdon into Dethel, at the tlme  reflerred
to. I is, howrever, pgelumm] that llle_r were elther
those who lived on the banks of the Androscoggin
viver or their descendants. .Alt]lnl.lﬂl 1he counlry,
upun the wpper porlion of thal rapid and noble stream,
wis admirably adapied lo the purposes of the husjer,
as well as (or settlement o Is rich and extensive jn-
tervales ; yel it ‘does not appear Lo have been inhab-
iled by any populous tribe. Al Rockomego, or, a8 it
is ealled by the enly writer who menlions it, Kockma-
gug, which is the present town of Coolow, & nallon

. unce dwelty but tradition informs us thal its warriors all |

petished by passing in their canoes, o the night, over
the falls ut Lewiston, to which they were deluded by
the mistake or Wachery of thelr guides, who, inslead
of lighting thelr slgnal fires above those fully, kindled |
them below. At Rumford and Beihel, hlglh.e:r up tha
tiver, it is known that Indiaus formécly ruﬁcd :
but,afler the declsive viclories "gained by the white
wen at Norpldgewock and Pequawket, the savages, on
ihis.side the Pepobscel, abandoned the Stale of Maine.
At the period of - the, Revolatlonary War, | alihough

" b e em| theg Dritish, it was not gener-
ey we . J:{':ﬂh,

ally if that irregular manuer in which the
feroclous conlests between (ho French and English

* coloplsts had been conducted, Mr. Segar, however,
states that tie lodians were allowed @ boungupon

scalps, and the manner ln which the prisoners were
received Indicales thal thelr marauding and murderous
expeditlon was countenanced by the British officers.
If such was the fact, It is one more disgraceful and -
barbarous, i proporlion to its magoitude, than any
which the history of the war records. To havé sent
such a parly to atlack a few remote, innocent, and

(3:)

peacealle men, engaged in the labors of their simple
wisbandry, would have been a reproach to any peo-

ple, even in an age of barbarism. That a clvilized

- plrictly an In

people should have so conducled, In an enlightened
period of the world, is a melancholy proef of the ten-
dency of wygr {0 corrupl the humane and henorable
seniiments of the heart.

The instances of caplivity of Inhabitants of this
State, lu{ the Indians, and of dreadful sufferings inflic-
ted by their cruclly, have been frequent, but the par-+
ticulars have bui rarcfly been preserved. Mr. Segar's
case ig the more mémorable as belng the last, and
marking, a8 a dislinct monument, the fermination of
that long line of barbarities which commenced at 1he
memorable eil of Philip’s.war. That war, as being

an war, was more sanguinary in ila char-
lcigrﬁ:: those which followed ; for the French, prob-
ably molives of humanily, soon adopted the prac:

‘ tige of buyleg the prisoners and In (hat way giviog a°

‘bodnty for saving thelr lives. | Hence resulled the

1ablit with the Indians of taking the caplives fo Cana-
» where they were cimmonly ireated with great
Kindoess, but_endured incredible haggships in their
march, from hunger, fatigue, expogure, and anxiety.
I "The character of the aborlginal inhabitsnts of 1his
counlry is a curiosily I the history of human nature,
and is falling among the antiquiliés of moral remains
and monumenls. The station of the seutler, the pio-
neer of the forest, s also singular and Interesting.—
We are, itherefore, persuaded that such accounts as fol-
fow are valuable, and that they .should be ,procured
with diligence and ireasured up with care, a3 materjs
als for the ure of the fullure histgrign of lhe State.

L. B
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